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Ask, AND YOU SHALL Have. A A 
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Ar ſingle jail in Alfred's golden reign; 

Could half the nation's criminals contain: 

F air juſtice then without conſtraint ador'd, Cs a4 

Held high the ſteady ſcales, but drop'd the-{word. The 

No *© Se1zs” were paid, no“ Sezciar Jurys” known, 

Bleſt "80, but * how different from'our on. 85 
I” Dt, JOHNSON, 
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SHE hour of Calamity 3 15 bed; „ Tempe f is already at our 
doors. The pernicious ſehemes of 'a' Miniſtry, whoſe pro- 
Jeds, are blaſted, from the extenſive evils" With which they ars 
fraught, have at laſt brought us to really Ihc khe want of Food; 
In their endeayours to enſlave Frenchmen, they have prodigally 
waſted the Bread which ſhould now feed us and our children; by 
their ineffectual attempts to Starve thoſe they could not Conquer. | 
tnev-have rouſed the indignation of every independent nation, who' 
refuſe food to us, that they may convey it to theſe intended vic- 
tims of Qnixoric ſtarvation; and by their proſtitution of our 
wealth, expended, in defolating the fertile plains of Poland, we 5 f 
have, hen deprived of that reſource, to which we might now have, 


fowp, with hopes of effectual N 1 


Sack, 18 our dreadful ſituation! but let us not oe end our time | 
in idle wailings, or in fruſtleſs and deſtructive Tumult; let ut 
rather aſcertain on what circumſtances our sufferings originally de - 
pend from whom we are to' expect Redreſa; and hat are the, 
means by which redreſs can beſt be obtained. | 
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Little exertion is neceſſary” on the firſt point of enquiry :" the | 
evidence is all at hand, and inconteſtibly proves,that our calami- - 
ties are the reſult of an Abominable Syſtem of Corruption and pro- 
fuſion, conducted for the ſole benefit of its dminiſtratuts: a ſet 0 
of men, whole n. — voted to — other from the 


- purſe. *- 
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purſe of a Diſtreſſed Nation, ſhew them to be void of every goa 
principle, and of all the benevolent ſympathies of humanity. 
More than two thirds of every ſhilling we earn, is torn from us by 
Taxes laid on the articles moſt neceſſary to the ſupport of life; and 
= large portion employed to fill, not only the pockrts of innume- 
rable and unneceſſary placement), but even of thoſe whale places are 
abſolutely Anicure, places without any other toi] or care, than 
that of ſigning their names to the receipts for the rhoaſands of 
your guineas they yearly receive, for the ſupport t ey yield to 
every meaſure by which you may be ftripped with ſucceſs and im- 
punity. Swarms of other vermin alſo d vour the fruits of your. 
labours, who ha /e not even the empty name of a place to autho- 
riae the plunder. Penſions have, almoſt in every Reign, becn 
granted to theſe whoſe claims have been founded in their having 
mided tre Miniſter of the day in his artful-de6gns, or having ben 
the cafy inſtruments, by which the Great Ones of the earth have 
Kviſhed, in vicious debaucheries, the property of the people, or 
have no leis injuriouſſy, heaped it in their own private coffers. = 


Hence proceeds the poverty and diſtreſs of the Labouring Class of 
our Countrymen, who ſow, but reap not. A mouldy Cruſt, moiſ- 
tened with the ſweft from their honeſt brows, is all they gain in 
reward for their inceſſant, Toil, whilſt the harveſt is gathered ta 
Fatten an hoſt of imperiovs and inſolent Placemen, 
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To whom can we look for redrefſs? To Ourſelves. Generally 
ſuffering, let us nnanimouſly unite for general Relief. The people 
themſelves are equal to thetaſk. Why{hould they then look for aid to 
any deſpicable Funto of individuals when what they command 
muſt be performed? Where the hope of obtaining redreſs from 
men, whoſe intereſts are not yours; and: who poſſeſs not principles 
ſufficiently pure to lead them to ſacrifice their private <moluments 
for the Public good? Will Commiſſaries and Cöntractors aſſiſt 

you in checking waſte ul and prodigal 'expenditures? Will a 
Bench of Biſhops join With you to prevent the former loſing the 
tithes of his induſtry and ingen uity, as Well as of his land; or will 
Placemen and Penſioners lend their aid to put an end to Cor! 
ruption? Ir you be happy as you are, if you receive the full meed 
of your labours, and are ſatisfied with your ſtipend of ſupport, 
v hĩſſt others receive (in unearned: thouſands) that ' which' Was, 
and, in a leſs e&penſive ſyſtem, ſtill might be yours; be uniform in 
your ſupport of a ſyſtem. ſa well adapted to the ſpirit and judgment 
whic'1 directs your choice. Bat if you wiſh it to be otherwifſe, 
truſt to your own powers, ralionally and: confittutionally employ- 
ed, and remember, what is claimed by the voice of a People dars 
not be withheld, IE. | 215 _ 


Viglence and bloodſhed are happily not among the means yo 
weed toemploy. For although you may not enjoy à Conſtitution 
poſſeſſed of all thoſc excellent attributes, which ity idolaters boaſt, 
yet are you. legally authoriſed to declare your will, by Petition 
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and Remonſtrance; and by a proper uſe of this right, all you wifh- 
may be obtained, Little does it ſignify to whom your petition is, 
addreſſed be jt :o the Miniſter, the Parliament, or to tie King. 
fo that the numbers requiring the ſpecified change be demonſtrat- 
ed. For ſhould their amount be equal to that which has been 
conjectured by men of Judgment and Information, no Attorney» 
Gait ral would dare to recommend an oppoſition to your demands: 
nor would any Miniſter venture to have recourſe to violent mea - 
ſures, ſince he would have to combat, not a Party, but the ma- 
Jority of the nation. | | 


The ills you ſuffer point out the relief you ſhould demand. 
The weight of taxes under which you groan, ſhews the neceſ- 
ſity of diminiſhing all unneceſfary expence in the adminiſtration 


thers, dying in the field of Authorized Murder, cries for ſtronger. 
cheeks-on that Perogative, which is able, on any occaſion, to tear 
the Son from the Father, the Huſband from his Wife, and brother 
from brother, to wage their lives againſt the lives of fellow- 
men. | | 1 
The diſtreſs you now feel ſrom the preſent High Price of Provi- 
ſions, points out the juſtice and propriety of demanding an exer- 
ciſe of the right of putting a value yourſcIves, upon that, Which 
muſt be allowed to be the moſt genuine of all property Labour, 
or at leaſt a revocation of that oppreſſive edit, which permits your. | 
employers to combine to lower your hard-earned wages, whillt 
the affociation of the injured to counteract this tyranny, is puniſli- 
ed with the ſeverity of a felonious crime. | | 


The Laws of Settlement which fix every Poor Man to his own 
pariſh,” require ſuch an amelioration, as to allow every one to 
ſeek for employ where his Labours may be moſt in requeſt; or beſt 
rewarded, Tne mangled Soldier claims from his country à yobler 
privilege than that of being ſtigmarized as a Vagrant, and liable to 
be led by an inſolent Beadle to an ignominidus puniſhment, for 
being found beyond the bounds of his pariſh. In the fame manner 
the conſideration of your other numerous ſufferings will lead yar 
to their remedies, Demand. then, with the ſtrong voice of a des 

_ _ termined people, the redreſs of each. particular grievance in ſe- 
perate and diſtin& petitions; but, as eſſentially neceſſary to pro- 
cure that redreſs, let each petition ſhew, as is the caſe, the evil to 
have proceeded from your having been deprived of the exerciſe of 
your right to be preſent, by actual Repreſentatives, in the Houſe 
of Legiſlation; and claim, as indiſpenſibly requiſite to effectual 
Reform, the full reſtoration of thoſe Conſtitutional privileges of 
Election, without the poſſcſion of which, you are, in the ſtricteſt 
fcuſe of the word Slaves. f | 
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Let a Petition be drawn up and ſigned by the Artificers and 
fabourers of London and Weſtminſter, as a central point, ſtating 
ine diſtreſtes they ſuſtain from the preſent High Price of Proviſions, 
and the diſproportionate rate of wages, and Proving a Reform 
of Parliament, that they may thereby be furniſhed with the means 
of more plainly evincing the. extent of their ſufferings, and the 
Juſtice of their demands. . Copies of this petion may be ſent; for 
the purpoſe of receiving ſignatures, to every part of the coun- 
try. Other petitions may be drawn up by our Brave Soldiers, 
claiming exemption from vagrancy, when diſabled in the defence 
of their country; others by that claſs of people, who derive in- 
jury inſtead of aid, froin our ill contrived ſyſlem of Poor Laws; 
and others, by thoſe who view with horror the ſanguivary cha- 
rafter of our Penal Laws; who have ſuffered by the delay aud 
expence attendant on ſuits at common law; the rapaciouſneſs of 
the Exciſe Laws: the unjuſt mode of levying Tythes, &c. &c, 


Theſe petitions, ſigned as they would be by three-fourths of the 
people, declaring the evils they ſuffer to aciſe from their being 
deptived of the power of uttering their complaints by their own 
Repreſentatives in Parliament, would form a maſs of Evidence ſo 
ſtrongly proving the evils and fpirit of the nation, that the guilty 
hearts of Miniſters would fail them, and the people would ſoon 
obtain un Reform, which Cuuning and Tyranny have fo long 
withbeld. 8 . | | \ 
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Convinced that the ſufferings of the people are ſuch as, if per- 
mitted to continue, may terminate in a ſcene of Tumult, the Jove 


df peace, and the defire of preventing the horrors of Riot and 


bloodſhed, have dictated the foregoing ſuggeſtions, fully believing; 
that the prevention of future evils is to be accompliſhed by re- 
moving thoſe that exiſt at preſent. | | 
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